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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of
national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International
Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Each member
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, gove
mental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD ISO 6592-1985 (E)

Information processing — Guidelines for the
documentation of computer-based application systems

1 Scope and field of application This International Standard’does~not cover the requirements
for documenting the hardware design of a computer-based

This International Standard establishes guidelines for the application system.

documentation of computer-based application systems. It also

contains checklists with the aim of supporting effective

activities throughout the system life cycle.

The guidelines given in this International Standard have been
developed with the aim of

a) obtaining the necessary commitment of the parties
involved with the development of the computer-based ap-
plication system;

b) contributing to the production of a well-plarhed,
dardized system documentation;

c) enabling the successive production of
documentation in parallel with system developmi

Well-defined rules for documentatic
system development will facilitate

a) the preparation of the docum

b) estimation of the
achievement of a project;

d) making decisions and-byiefing of personnel during work
on system development.

The system documentation produced in accordance with these
guidelines

a) enables the management to exercise control over the
development process;

b) enables users of the system to use it efficiently and cor-
rectly;

c) enables computer operators to schedule and run the
system;

d) aids diagnosis and correction of errors or faults;

e) provides information about the system as support for
system maintenance.
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