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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the—field of information
technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1,
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Introduction

Over the past several decades, software systems have become critical components of most aspects of life. At
the same time, these systems have become increasingly complex. One response to this situation has been
the recognition and codification of effective practices for software development processes and products. This
effort has led to the development of systems and software engineering standards by ISO and IEC, by
professional societies, and by national standards bodies. It has also led to the definition of an internationally
recognized body of knowledge for software engineering [1].

the portability of professional certifications in this dom
needs of multi-national organizations or suppliers fo

e processes for certification of individuals included in

eneral requirements for bodies operating cetrtification of

a of the Scheme developed under this International Standard
definitions of ISO/IEC 17024.

ISO/IEC 17024:2003
persons. The ma
can also take into actou

professionals by ewalugting candidates’ knowledge, skills and job experience and issuing certificates of
qualification to those demonstrating competence as defined by an assessing organization. Such an
organization is defined as qualification body in this International Standard. A qualification body can use
appropriate components of Clauses 4.1 to 4.6, 5 and 6 of this standard for comparison with other such
schemes or as a delegated qualification body under Clause 7 of this International Standard. Educational
organisations can also use a Scheme developed under this International Standard for comparison purposes.

The Guide to the body of knowledge, ISO/IEC TR 19759:2005, Software Engineering — Guide to the Software
Engineering Body of Knowledge [1] is utilized in this International Standard for comparison of software
engineering bodies of knowledge. Education bodies, qualification or examination bodies and certification
bodies are not required to use, or comply with, SWEBOK, but are required to map a software engineering
body of knowledge to SWEBOK. This will enable comparisons between the software engineering component
(Clause 5.1.1) of the body of knowledge in the Scheme.
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This International Standard is not intended to discourage or diminish the role of universities and other
educational bodies in developing and offering diverse and innovative software engineering programs. Rather,
it encourages universities and other educational bodies to participate in the initial and continuing development
of software engineering professionals. At the same time, certification bodies are encouraged to consult with
and work with universities and other educational bodies in establishing schemes under this International

Standard.
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Software engineering — Certification of software engineering
professionals — Comparison framework

1 Scope

1.1 Purpose

This International Standard establishes a framework for comparisgn of st ertifying software
i software engineering
professionals. This International Standard specifies the items ed to contain and

indicates what should be defined for each item.

1.2 Field of application

International Standard to map their rse'str design against another course or educational
bout mutual recognition

requirement; develop new courses; make decisi .
— ini i i MSBS 4. 46, 5 and 6 of this International Standard to construct

— Industry :
certificati ; M8 isions about mutual recognition.

references, onIy the dltlon cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO/IEC 17024:2003, Conformity assessment — General requirements for bodies operating cetrtification of
persons
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