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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that are members of
ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also take part in the work. In the field of information
technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC JTC 1.

of one of the following types:

— type 1, when the required support cannot be
despite repeated efforts;

Technical Reports of types™\ a
they can be transformed ‘@

be reviewed until the data the

and system software int
COBOL.

This document is being issued in the Technical Report (type 2) series of publications (according to the
Procedures for the technical work of ISO/IEC JTC 1) as a “prospective standard for provisional application” in
the field of object finalization in COBOL because there is an urgent need for guidance on how standards in
this field should be used to meet an identified need.

This document is not to be regarded as an “International Standard”. It is proposed for provisional application
so that information and experience of its use in practice may be gathered. Comments on the content of this
document should be sent to the ISO Central Secretariat.

A review of this Technical Report (type 2) will be carried out not later than three years after its publication with
the options of: extension for another three years; conversion into an International Standard; or withdrawal.
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Introduction

This Technical Report specifies a feature for finalizing objects in COBOL. The feature is considered to be
immature and not ready for standardization. The decision was made to publish the specification in a Type 2
Technical Report so that implementations can be undertaken on an experimental basis. The experience
gained is expected to result in an improved specification that can progress to standardization.

In order to provide as much stability as possible to implementors and users, ISO/IEC JTC 1 Subcommittee 22
intends that the syntax and semantics be changed for purposes of standardization. only as necessary to

The purpose of object finalization is to free resources that will not otherw
collection process. Examples include files that are open, temporary y
socket interfaces, and network connections.

O
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Information technology — Programming languages, their
environments and system software interfaces — Object
finalization for programming language COBOL

1 Scope
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