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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for worldwide standardization. National bodies that
are members of ISO or IEC participate in the development of International Standards through
technical committees established by the respective organization to deal with particular fields of
technical activity. ISO and IEC technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other
international organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO and IEC, also
take part in the work.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval eriteria needed for

Introduction and/or on the ISO list of patent declarations received
list of patent declarations received (see http://patents.iec.ch).

constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation of the voluntary naturé
expressions related to conformity assessment)\
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in
iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared b
Subcommittee SC 34, Document

Alist of all parts in the I@
Any feedback or questionson

complete listing of these bod

bd be directed to the user’s national standards body. A
ww.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

Ever since digital publications have grown in popularity, copyright protection has been an important
issue for authors and publishers.

While the distribution of digital publications around the world is mostly based on the open EPUB
standard, most retailers are using proprietary technologies to enforce usage constraints on digital
publications in order to impede oversharing of copyrighted content. The high level of interoperability
and accessibility gained by the use of a standard publishing format is therefore cancelled by the use of
proprietary and closed technologies: digital publications are only readable on specific devices or reading
applications (a retailer "locked-in" syndrome); digital publications may not be accessed anymore if
the distributor which protected the publication goes out of business or if the-QRM technology evolves

another.
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TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION ISO/IEC TS 23078-1:2020(E)

Information technology — Specification of DRM technology
for digital publications —

Part 1:
Overview of copyright protection technologies in use in the
publishing industry

1 Scope

This document describes three types of copyright protection tgchhologie
industry:

— DRM free protection, i.e. technologies which does not(el
priority;

— user key-based DRM protection, adequate w
another is severely constrained.

2 Normative refere
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