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INTERNATIONAL ELECTROTECHNICAL COMMISSION

SWITCHES FOR HOUSEHOLD AND SIMILAR FIXED-ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS -

Part 1: General requirements

FOREWORD

1) The IEC (International Electrotechnical Commission) is a worldwide organization stanar'zatlo comprising

participate in this preparatory Work. International, governmental an € p
with the |IEC also participate in this preparation. The IEC collaborate ith'the Interpational Organization
for Standardization (ISO) in accordance with conditions determined b 8] nthe two organizations.

2) The formal decisions or agreements of the IEC on technical matte

3) The documents produced have the form of reco
of standards, technical specifications, te
Committees in that sense.

4) In order to promote international unificatio

5) The IEC provides no marking\procedure to indicate its approval and cannot be rendered responsible for any

6) Attention is drawn/tq th ibi
of patent rights.C ghall not be
been prepared by subcommittee 23B: Plugs, socket-

outlets and switches,\of i ommittee 23: Electrical accessories.

This consolid EC 60669-1 is based on the third edition (1998) [documents
23B/535/F D] and its amendment 1 (1999) [documents 23B/580/FDIS and

It bears the edition.number 3.1.

A vertical line in the margin shows the texts amended by amendment 1.
Annexes A and B form an integral part of this standard.

In this standard the following print types are used:

— requirements proper: in roman type;
— test specifications: in italic type;

— explanatory matter: in smaller roman type.
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SWITCHES FOR HOUSEHOLD AND SIMILAR FIXED-ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS -

Part 1. General requirements

1 Scope

This part of IEC 60669 applies to manually operated general purpose switches, for a.c. only
with a rated voltage not exceeding 440 V and a rated current not exceeding 634, intended for
household and similar fixed-electrical installations, either indoors or outdoqrs.

flush-type switches.
NOTE 2 General requirements for boxes for flush-type switche
It also applies to switches such as:

— switches incorporating pilot lights;

NOTE 4 Switches o ng with this standard are suitable only for incorporation in equipment in such a way and
in such a place that it'is unlikely that the surrounding ambient temperature exceeds 35 °C.

In locations where “special conditions prevail, such as in ships, vehicles and the like and in
hazardous locations, for example where explosions are liable to occur, special constructions
may be required.
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2 Normative references

The following normative documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text,
constitute provisions of this part of IEC 60669. At the time of publication, the editions indicated
were valid. All normative documents are subject to revision, and parties to agreements based
on this part of IEC 60669 are encouraged to investigate the possibility of applying the most
recent editions of the normative documents indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain
registers of currently valid International Standards.

IEC 60050-442:1998, International Electrotechnical Vocabulary - Part 442: Electrical
accessories

IEC 60112: 1979, Method for determining the comparative and the pr 1g indices of

solid insulating materials under moist conditions
IEC 60212: 1971, Standard conditions for use prior to and duri lectrical
insulation materials

IEC 60227-1: 1993, Polyvinyl chloride insulated cables of ra ~ e including
450/750 V — Part 1: General requirements

IEC 60227-3: 1993, Polyvinyl chloride insulated including
450/750 V — Part 3: Non-sheathed cable i

IEC 60227-4: 1992, Polyvinyl chloride insulate d including
450/750 V — Part 4: Sheathed cables forfixed wixing

IEC 60227-5 1979, Polyvi ide_in » including

Amendment 1 (1987)

IEC 60245-1: 19 i g e Rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V —
Part 1: General require

IEC 60245-4: 1994, R i ables — Rated voltages up to and including 450/750 V —
Part 4: Cords 2 s

IEC 60417: 197 phical symbols for use on equipment. Index, survey and compilation of
the single sheets

IEC 60529: 1989, Degrees of protection provided by enclosures (IP Code)

IEC 60670: 1989, General requirements for enclosures for accessories for household and
similar fixed-electrical installations

IEC 60695-2-1: 1991, Fire hazard testing — Part 2: Test methods — Section 1: Glow-wire test
and guidance

IEC 60998: Connecting devices for low voltage circuits for household and similar purposes

IEC 60998-1: 1990, Connecting devices for low voltage circuits for household and similar
purposes — Part 1: General requirements
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IEC 60998-2-1: 1990, Connecting devices for low voltage circuits for household and similar
purposes — Part 2-1: Particular requirements for connecting devices as separate entities with
screw-type clamping units

IEC 60998-2-2: 1991, Connecting devices for low voltage circuits for household and similar
purposes — Part 2-2: Particular requirements for connecting devices as separate entities with
screwless-type clamping units

IEC 60999-1: 1990, Connecting devices — Safety requirements for screw type and screwless-
type clamping units for electrical copper conductors — Part 1: General requirements and
particular requirements for conductors from 0,5 mm2up to 35 mm?2 (included)

ISO 1456: 1988, Metallic coatings — Electrodeposited coatings of nickel p hromium and of
copper plus nickel plus chromium
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